INTRODUCTION.
A3ART from the intrinsic interest which the autograph writings, and more particularly the earlier efforts, of any of the prime movers in any branch of learning1 possess for the historical student, there is a special interest attached to the manuscripts and correspondence of Leibniz, They are invaluable as an aid to the study of the part that their author played in the invention and development of the infinitesimal calculus. More especially is this so in the case of Leibniz; for the matter, upon which this essay is founded, unearthed by Dr. C. I. Gerhardt in a mass of papers belonging* to Leibniz that had been preserved in the Royal Library of Hanover, contained holographs previously unpublished.
The most important of these, for our purpose, were edited, with full notes and a commentary, by Gerhardt, in three separate volumes, under the respective titles:
1.  Historia ct Origo Calculi Diffcrcntialis, a (/. G. Lcib-
nizio conscript a.   Hanover, 1846.
2.  Die Ent deckling  dcr  Diffcrcntialrcchnung  durch
Leibniz.   Halle, 1848.
3.  Die Gcschichtc der hohcrcn Analysis: crstc /Jbthci-
lung, Die Entdeckung dcr hohcrcn Analysis. Halle, 1855-*
* For abbreviations used in this volume for these and other works, sec the Bibliography given at the end